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Happenings 
It’s time for our annual “Beds for Babies” Crib Drive!  Throughout the month of 

May, the Gabriel Project will be seeking donations of new cribs and mattresses 

along with new or gently used bassinets and pack ‘n plays. Monetary             

donations toward the purchase of new cribs are also needed.  A gift of $180 will 

purchase a new crib and mattress, although donations of any amount are     

welcome. 
 

A proper bed is a basic necessity for a baby to have a healthy, safe start in life. 

Unsafe sleeping conditions increase the probability of infant death or severe 

injury through falls, entrapment hazards, lead paint poisoning, accident            

suffocation and loose parts which may cause choking or lacerations. But many 

low-income families do not have the resources to provide their newborn with a 

proper bed. 
 

Last year the Gabriel Project distributed 314 cribs to needy families in West     

Virginia.  Currently there are waiting lists for cribs in every chapter and the         

demand continues to grow every week.  Please help us give a baby a new, 

safe bed! 
 

Donations will be accepted at all our chapter offices or you may order beds 

online for direct delivery to the chapter nearest you.  Please note that due to 

consumer product safety standards, used cribs cannot be accepted.  For more 

information on our crib drive visit gabrielwv.org, email us  info@gabrielwv.org or 

give us a call at 304-205-5865.    

“Beds for Babies” Crib Drive 
2nd Annual 

http://gabrielwv.org/
https://www.pinterest.com/gabrielwv/
https://twitter.com/search?q=gabriel%20project%20of%20wv&src=typd
https://www.facebook.com/Gabriel-Project-of-West-Virginia-144063865641939/
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=HRX59A9ZAMUMC
http://www.gabrielwv.org/
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 By Donna Hawkins, Executive Director 
Mother’s Day Message 

 

 Sunday, May 8th is Mother’s Day, a time to honor your mother and other   

women in your life for their love and support.  We at the Gabriel Project         

celebrate and appreciate the hundreds of mothers and other women in our 

organization for their commitment and compassionate service as staff persons, 

volunteers, donors and supporters.  Thank you! 

 

We also honor the mothers we serve and we agonize for mothers  struggling to 

provide for their baby’s needs who have not yet found their way to us.  Our 

mission to help mothers and babies in need is in the truest beginnings of 

“Mother’s Day” here in West Virginia.  In the years before the Civil War Anna 

Reeves Jarvis helped start “Mothers’ Day Work Clubs” to teach local women 

how to properly care for their children and organized Mothers' Work Days to 

improve community sanitation.  After the turn of the century, Anna Jarvis's 

daughter, also named Anna Jarvis, began a letter-writing campaign to honor her mother’s work through a 

special day set aside for all mothers.   In 1908 she organized the first official Mother’s Day celebration at a 

church in Grafton and in 1914 Mother’s Day was officially proclaimed a holiday.   

 

In this historical spirit of community assistance to help needy mothers, we ask you this Mother’s Day to honor 

your mother and other women in your life by getting involved with the               

Gabriel Project.  We need volunteers, we need monetary gifts, and we 

need baby item donations.   

 

For the past 19 years, the Gabriel Project has been helping mothers give 

their infant a healthy and safe start in life by providing them with essential 

baby items, compassionate listening, emotional support, information about 

baby care and referrals to other community resources.  Last year we served 

over 6,700 families in need and that number is expected to increase in 2016.  

 

To learn more about volunteer opportunities with the Gabriel Project, or to 

make a monetary or in-kind donation, contact the chapter office nearest you. Or contact the State Office at 

304-205-5865 or info@gabrielwv.org.   

 

Monetary donations may also be made online through our secure website at gabrielwv.org.  And state tax 

credits are still available for individual or business monetary donations of $500 or more.  Contact us for more 

information.  

 

Have a blessed and joyous Mother’s Day! 

  

“Honor your      

mother by helping 

other mothers in 

need.” 

 

 

Donna  

http://gabrielwv.org/
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 Client  
 

Corner 

A Special Thank You!   

Mother’s Day Message 
Metro Valley Chapter 

Tell us about yourself. 

My name is Samantha and I have two sons, a two-year old 

and a 14-month old.  I first became pregnant when I was 

16 years old.  I came from a difficult background and     

didn’t have any support so I had to drop out of school.  It 

was hard, but I was determined to break the cycle I grew 

up in.  Now, three years later, I have finished high school 

and am  working on a Medical Assisting degree.  One day 

I hope to be a gynecologist. 

How did you first hear about the Gabriel  Project?  

I first heard about the Gabriel Project online.  I was         

seven months pregnant with Andrew when my house 

burnt down and I realized I needed help. 

What services has the Gabriel Project been able to provide 

to you? 

The Gabriel Project helped me with cloth diapers.  I  was determined to use cloth diapers but I 

needed help getting a supply.  They also have supplied me with other 

items like a car seat and clothing.  The volunteers also gave me       

support and listened to me and my problems.  It really helped knowing 

that someone cared abut me.  In many ways, the Gabriel Project is a 

light in a dark place.  

What would you say to others who might be in a similar situation? 

I would tell them to be open to help. It was difficult for me at first. I      

didn’t want to admit that I couldn’t take care of my kids on my own.  

Now, however, I suggest that other moms come to the Gabriel Project.   

What would you like to tell those considering a donation to us? 

I would just tell them about my story and how much you helped me and my boys. 

 

 

Samantha’s Story  

The Gabriel Project is pleased to announce a $3500 grant award from Toyota Motor Manufacturing 

West Virginia Operations for the Metro Valley Chapter! 

This grant will be used to purchase and distribute car seats to needy families in Putnam, Mason,      

Cabell and Kanawha Counties. Thank you, Toyota, for your support! 

http://gabrielwv.org/
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The Gabriel Project welcomes Sheri Schwartz as our new            

Mid-Ohio Valley Chapter Coordinator.  Sheri began her             

employment with us on March 28, 2016.  

Sheri is experienced in managing a nonprofit organization      

chapter, in working with volunteers, in raising funds, in education 

programs, and in public speaking.  She served for four years as 

the executive director of the Marietta, Ohio chapter of the    

American Red Cross.  Prior to that, she directed their health and 

safety programs in which she taught classes and directly served 

families with emergency needs in times of disaster.   

Sheri is a graduate of Washington State Community College and 

also is a certified EMT.  She attends Gilman United Methodist 

Church in Marietta where she is a member of the board of        

trustees and sings in the choir.  She is a native of Marietta and 

currently lives in Belpre, Ohio with her husband and young son.   

Sheri can be reached at the Mid-Ohio Valley Chapter office at 

1709 St. Marys Avenue in Parkersburg, email:                               

movgabrielproject@gmail.com, or by phone at 304-424-3457. 

Please join us in welcoming Sheri to  the Parkersburg community 

and to the Gabriel Project.   

 

Support our Northern Panhandle Chapter in Wheeling on Tuesday, May 3rd during the Amazing Raise 

Ohio Valley. The Amazing Raise is a 24-hour online fundraising event sponsored by the Community 

Foundation for the Ohio Valley to help area nonprofits raise much-needed dollars and to bring       

awareness to pressing community needs. Giving begins at midnight on May 3rd and lasts until 11:59 

p.m.  Any individual or business in any location may donate during this day-long period.                        

Minimum donation is $10.00.   

To learn more & to donate on May 3rd, go to: giveov.org. 

http://gabrielwv.org/

