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The Gabriel Project began in Wheeling in the mid-1990s with a concern 

for the welfare of low-income pregnant women and families with young 

children.  To meet this concern a resilient group of women, led by Sr 

Mary Louise Lisowski SC, began providing tangible baby items and      

emotional support to local families. Soon their efforts expanded into a 

unique grassroots ministry of serving needy families through an             

ecumenical network of churches and volunteers.  In January 1997 the 

Gabriel Project was formally launched and in June of that year we first 

received our IRS 501(c)(3) nonprofit designation. 

From our humble beginnings 19 

years ago, the Gabriel Project has 

become one of the most essential 

community-based family service   

organizations in our state.  Today 

over 300 caring and compassionate 

Gabriel Project volunteers assist 

needy families from 25 West Virginia 

counties and border areas of  neighboring states.  Our Gabriel Project 

churches represent 10 major religious  denominations along with            

independent churches not denominationally affiliated.  Last year we 

served 6,772 families, the most in our organization’s history.  And the 

need for our services  continues to increase. 

As we celebrate our 19th anniversary, we humbly thank all those who 

played important roles in our history and all those who continue to enrich 

the Gabriel Project today.  We appreciate you very much!  And while we 

honor our proud legacy, we also are moving forward with optimism that 

the Gabriel Project will continue to enrich the lives of pregnant women 

and families with young children for many more years to come.  May 

God continue to bless the Gabriel Project and those we serve.      

Celebrating 19 Years of Providing Babies with a Healthy, Safe Start 

Happy Anniversary, Gabriel Project! 

http://gabrielwv.org/
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCu3i8xdp6PKaEJJTDoq75XA
https://www.linkedin.com/company/gabriel-project-of-west-virginia
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Meet Our Intern  
Introducing Kaitlynn Hewitt from the Northern Panhandle Chapter 

Our Northern Panhandle Chapter is pleased to welcome                 

Kaitlynn Hewitt, a college summer intern for the chapter                    

office.  Kaitlynn comes to us through the Community                    

Foundation for the Ohio Valley's Civic Leaders Fellowship                  

Program.  Kaitlynn  will be entering her third year at West  Liberty 

University this fall where she is working toward a Bachelor's degree 

in Social Work.  This is Kaitlynn's second year as an intern with the 

Civic Leaders Fellowship Program and the Gabriel Project. 

During her internship Kaitlynn will provide client services, assist in 

the relocation of the Northern Panhandle Chapter office,            

catalogue donations, develop a new database for client service 

tracking, and more.  "I really respect the mission of the Gabriel            

Project and am excited to be back again this summer to apply 

what I am learning in the classroom and to help needy families." 

Kaitlynn is one of 20 area students gaining valuable hands-on experience through the Civic 

Leaders Fellowship Program.  This program is designed to enhance personal skills, expose                    

opportunities to find employment in the Ohio Valley after graduation and to expand networking 

connections with peers, employers and local professionals. 

Welcome, Kaitlynn!  We are happy to have you with us again this summer. 

Northern Panhandle Chapter’s On the Move 
Our Northern Panhandle Chapter office recently                         

relocated to the Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church, 16 

Ridgecrest Road, Bethlehem, WV (suburb of                             

Wheeling).  Needy families are being served at the new 

office on Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.   

In conjunction with this move our Gabriel Project site in 

downtown Wheeling has expanded its client services.  St. 

James Evangelical Lutheran Church at 1409 Chapline 

Street is now providing client assistance every Tuesday 

and Friday.  Together these two sites increase the                        

availability and accessibility of Gabriel Project services in 

Wheeling and the surrounding area.                   

For service hours, directions, or to make a donation of baby items or money to support these 

sites, call the Northern Panhandle Chapter at 304-639-5039.  

http://gabrielwv.org/
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Baby Update! 
Baby Avery from the Metro Valley Chapter was 

born in January 2016 and made his first newsletter               

appearance in February.  He is now 6 months old 

and continues to thrive.  Recently Avery and his  

parents stopped by the Gabriel Project to visit and 

pick up several baby items, including the chair 

and hat pictured. 

To see more on Baby Avery, as well as our other    

Gabriel Project babies, be sure to follow us on     

social media! 

New Site Announcements 
 The Boone County Community Foundation recently awarded our Metro Valley 

Chapter a grant for $5,140 to maintain and expand  services in the county.  We are 

currently seeking a location in the Whitesville area to expand services in Boone 

County. 

 In Logan County, Nighbert Memorial United Methodist Church is currently training 

volunteers and plans to open a service site by the end of July.  Funding for this site 

has been provided by the McDonough Foundation.  

 Fayetteville Presbyterian Church in Fayette County has recently agreed to establish 

a Gabriel Project site and is expected to open later this summer.  

 Through a grant provided by the Congregation of St. Joseph’s Generous Promise 

Fund,  a new Gabriel Project site will open in Wetzel County soon.  A grand           

opening is planned for July 12th at 11 am at the site’s location at First Christian 

Church Disciple Center in New Martinsville.  All are invited and encouraged to      

attend.  

None of these sites could open or operate without the generosity of our donors and      

volunteers.  Thank you for your continued support. 

http://gabrielwv.org/
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The Metro Valley             

recently welcomed    

v o l u n t e e r s  f r o m                

the BB&T Scott & 

Stringfellow Lighthouse 

Project to organize and 

sort donations. And, the Northern   Panhandle could not 

have relocated without chapter volunteers from West 

Liberty Christian Church, Goodwill, Wheeling Park High 

School, YWCA, and the Children’s Home Society of              

Wheeling. 

In addition to our volunteers, we also appreciate the 

generosity of our donors like Frances and Jim Meckel.  

Frances and Jim recently donated an entire truckload of 

diapers to our  Mid-Ohio Valley Chapter!  The amount of diapers totaled to 186 boxes or 8,796 individual 

diapers.  This is the second truckload of diapers that they have donated this year to the Gabriel Project. 

We also received several generous monetary donations, including a $1,000 gift to our State Office from 

the Brown-Forman Company in Louisville, KY.   

Community      

Connections 

Above: Mid-Ohio Valley Chapter Coordinator Sheri Schwartz 

with Frances & Jim Meckel of Marietta, Ohio.  

To Right: Executive       

Director Donna  Hawkins 

receives a  $1000        

donation from Meagan 

Pierce representing the 

B r o w n - F o r m a n                    

Company. 

Above: Volunteers with the BB&T Scott& Stringfellow Lighthouse Project sort baby clothes. 

Above: Northern Panhandle Chapter                  

volunteers hard at work moving furniture and 

boxes to the new chapter office. 

Thank you to our  

supporters! 

http://gabrielwv.org/

